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Arkansas Recovery Hotline: 1-877-682-1515

To:

Superintendents
Principals



Charter School Directors


Federal Coordinators
Subject:
Local Education Agency notice and request for public comment on the Arkansas Department of Education’s Title I waiver requests to U.S. Department of Education
Date:

September 15, 2009
COM #:
COM-10-042
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Airports | Program details

The Secretary of Transportation is authorized to award $1.1 billion in discretionary airport
improvement grants as defined by 49 U.S.C. 471 and 475. These grants will not be subject to
‘apportionment formulas. special categories, or minimum percentages of Chapter 1 of Title 49
These funds are granted directly to local airports

Public Transportation | Program details

Upon passage of the Act. $9 bilion in capital assistance and investment grants will be made
available as follows: 1) Transit Assistance ($6.9 billion) - $5.5 billion will be allotted using the
urban area formula, $690 million using the rural area formula, and the remaining $690 million
based on the population growth formula (49 U.S.C. 5307, 5311 and 5340). For Arkansas, the
transit assistance amount will be $28.0 milion. 50% to be obligated within 180 days: 2) Fixed
Guideway Infrastructure Investment (§750 milion) - Formula grants for all types of rail
trolleybus, cable car. ferryboats and high-occupancy-vehicle lanes (Arkansas is not scheduled
to receive any of this funding): and 3) Capital Investment Grants ($750 milion) - Discretionary
grants for the creation of major new fixed guideways currently under construction or in the final
design stages that could award contracts within 150 days. All of these grants can be 100%
federal
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The Arkansas Department of Education is submitting five Title I waiver requests to the U.S. Department of Education (USDoE) in regards to Title I ARRA funds. The waivers include:
· A waiver of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funds in determining a district’s 20 percent obligation for choice-related transportation and supplemental education services 

· A waiver of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 funds in determining the 10 percent professional development set-aside for a district in improvement
· A waiver of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 funds in determining the 10 percent professional development set-aside for a school in improvement 

· A waiver to exclude Title I, Part A American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds in determining the per-pupil amount for Supplemental Educational Services (SES)
· A waiver on the provision that prohibits an SEA from granting to a district a waiver of the carryover limitation more than once every three years
The Arkansas Department of Education is required to provide all interested local education agencies in the State with notice and a reasonable opportunity to comment on the requests. The ADE must also submit all comments it receives from the LEAs to the Secretary of Education.

Please read the attached waiver requests carefully and submit comments, if desired, no later than September 21, 2009 at 4:00pm.  Comments may only be submitted via email to heather.gage@arkansas.gov. Please be sure to clarify which waiver request the comments are referring to since the requests will be submitted to the USDoE separately.
If you have questions or need clarification, contact Heather Gage at 501-682-3667 by email at heather.gage@arkansas.gov. 

 

