Arkansas Department of Education

Alternative Learning Environment

James Fenton, Consultant

870-257-2639

DESCRIPTION OF ALTERNATIVE SCHOOL OR PROGRAM

Alternative (Alt):  A school or school program which meets the objectives of the school district but differs from the conventional program in instructional methods and environment.

1)  School District:  _______________________________    District/School Code:  __________________

2)  Name of Alternative School or Title or Alternative Program:  __________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________________

3)  Address of school housing Alternative Program:  ​​​​​​​​___________________________________________

                                                                                     ___________________________________________

4)  Contact Person:  _________________________  Telephone No.:  ______________________________

5)  Enrollment in Alternative School or Program in the current year:  ______________________________

                                                                                                                (Total Number of Students)


Number of:  
Special Education Students  ____________           Male  ______        Female  ______




Hispanic  ______
    African American  ______    Asian  ______        Other     ______

6)
Education levels served by alternative Schools or Alternative Program (check all that apply):



Elementary School (K-5)  ______    Middle School (6-8)  ______    High School (9-12)  ______

7)
Students served (check all that apply):



Dropouts  ______



Potential Dropouts  ______



Traditional Students requesting non-traditional structure  ______

8a)
 Number of Alternative Students who were teen parents during the current school year  ____________

  b)
 Number of Alternative Students referred for GED testing during the current year  ________________

  c)
 Number of students who transferred back into the conventional program  ________________________

  d)
 Number of Alternative Students completing graduation during the current school year  _____________

  e)
 Number of Alternative Students who went on to post-school training after graduation (Alternative


    Graduates)  ______________

  f)
 Number of students who dropped or were expelled an did not return  _________________________

9)  Does your program provide child care for children of teen parents?



Yes  ______      No  ______    On-site child care:  Yes  ______    No  ______



Vouchers for off-site child care:  Yes  ______    No  ______

10)
Number of staff employed in Alternative School or Program (write number on appropriate lines):


  Full-time counselors  ______      Full-time teachers  ______


  Part-time counselors  ______
   Part-time teachers  ______
Other  ______
11)
 Are the people in charge of teaching each class certified teachers?  
Yes  ______    No  ______


 Do you have teacher’s aides?  Yes  ______    No  ______

12)
 Enrollment procedure in the Alternative Program (check all that apply):


 ______  Waiting period required before enrollment is allowed


 ______  Students referred directly into program/no waiting period


 ______  Only students within district served


 ______  Students within and outside district served.  If checked, list districts _____________________


  __________________________________________________________________________________

13)
 Alternative Program Schedule (check all that apply):


 ______  Day classes (before 5 p.m.)


 ______  Evening classes (after 5 p.m.)


 ______  School week (Monday through Friday)


 ______  Weekends (Saturday through Sunday)


 ______  School year (September through May)


 ______  Summer (June through August)


 ______  All students attend a full day (5 ½ hours)


 ______  Students attend part day (1/2 to 5 ½ hours)

14)
 Purpose of Alternative School or Program (check all that apply):


 ______  Dropout Prevention


 ______  Transition back into regular school program (some classes taken in the regular programs)


 ______  High school completion through GED testing program


 ______  Elementary school completion


 Other:  _____________________________________________________________________________


 ___________________________________________________________________________________

15)
 Curriculum offered in Alternative Program (check all that apply):


 ______  Academic Development


 ______  GED Preparatory


 ______  Personal and Social Development


 ______  Career and Vocational Education


 Other:  _____________________________________________________________________________


 ___________________________________________________________________________________

16)
 Does the curriculum used in your Alternative Learning Environment address the state standards

       (frameworks)?  Yes  ______    No ______

17) Diploma offered through Alternative Program (check all that apply):


 ______  Separate Alternative School diploma offered


 ______  Diploma from traditional high school offered


 ______  Arkansas High School Equivalency diploma (GED)


 ______  Certificate of Attendance offered (no diploma)


 ______  No certificate or diploma offered


 Other:  _____________________________________________________________________________


 ___________________________________________________________________________________

18)
 Facility (check the most appropriate descriptor)


 ______  Program located in school building housing traditional program


 ______  Program located in separate school building


 ______  Program in storefront, church, community college or building other than a traditional school 



      building (please identify type of building)  _________________________________________



      ____________________________________________________________________________

19)
 Evaluation procedure used (check all that apply):


 ______  Follow-up surveys of students (career, post graduation training, social success)


 ______  Standardized Testing (Academic, Personal/Social, Career/Vocational, other)


 ______  Staff Performance Appraisals


 ______  Student Progress Reports


 ______  Informal testing


 ______  Local formal tests developed and standardized for locality


 ______  Student self-evaluation (academic, personal/social, career/vocational)


 ______  Applied projects


 ______  Contracts for performance


 ______  Portfolios


 ______  Report cards


 ______  Checklists


 ______  Letters to parents


 ______  Conferences with parents


 ______  Personalized planning


 ______  Needs assessments


 ______  Parent Questionnaires


 ______  Employer surveys


 ______  Staff surveys


 ______  Community surveys


 Other:  _____________________________________________________________________________


 ___________________________________________________________________________________

20)
 Curriculum techniques and/or activities (check all descriptors that apply):


 ______  Competency-based learning (school or program strives for mastery of predetermined

                     objectives via written testing, observation of performance or interviews.  Student progress is       

                     documented by what they can do, i.e. objectives/competencies).


______ Individually guided education (instruction-based learner’s level and guided by learner’s

                   performance – individual approach).


 ______  Block scheduling (instruction or guidance is provided for groups of students together).


 ______  Individual scheduling (students are instructed or counseled one-on-one).

 
 ______  Independent study/contracting (student earns credit for studying on his or her own initiative—

      
      contracts are established between teacher and learner which outline content, timelines, and

 


      evaluation method).


 ______  Interdisciplinary instruction (two or more subjects are combined into one class for students to

 


      appreciate relationships and intercommunications among subject areas).


 ______  Community studies (students participate in community to supplement academic learning or for

 


      career orientation, exploration of preparation).


 ______  GED preparatory curriculum (basic skills for students who plan on taking the GED

 


      examination).


 ______  Child care training (provided in conjunction with child care center serving teen parents on




       program).


 ______  Health Education


 ______  Drug use and abuse


 ______  Nutrition


 ______  Sexuality


 ______  Other _______________________________________________________________________

21)
 Counseling activities (check all that apply):


 ______  Program Planning


 ______  Career Planning/Placement Preparation


 ______  Individual/Group Problem-solving


 ______  Substance Abuse Counseling


 ______Self-assessment/Testing


 ______  Orientation to Courses


 ______  Parent Relations/Conferences


 ______  Decision-making Skills


 ______  School/Community Issues


 Other:  _____________________________________________________________________________


 ___________________________________________________________________________________

22)
 List the areas of staff development you would like presented at the Arkansas State Alternative Learning 

      Environment Conference:


 1.  ________________________________________________________________________________


 2.  ________________________________________________________________________________


 3.  ________________________________________________________________________________

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO:  

James Fenton, Consultant








Arkansas Department of Education








4 Capitol Mall








Room 107A








Little Rock, AR  72201
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