ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION RULES AND REGULATIONS

ARKANSAS EARLY CHILDHOOD (K-4) NETWORK of CURRICULUM SPECIALISTS
1.00
Regulatory Authority
1.01
These regulations shall be known as the Arkansas Department of Education regulations governing the network of specialists hired under these proposed rules and regulations.  These specialists shall be referred to as Arkansas Early Childhood (K-4) Curriculum Specialists.

1.02
These regulations are enacted pursuant to the State Board of Education's authority under Ark.  Code Ann. 6-13-1013 (Repl. 1993).
2.00
Purpose
2.01
It is the purpose of these regulations to set the general guidelines for the operation of a network of early childhood (K-4) curriculum specialists.
2.02
These regulations establish funding levels and criteria for the network of Early Childhood (K-4) Curriculum Specialists.
2.03
These regulations outline the job requirements of personnel to be employed as Early Childhood (K-4) Curriculum Specialists.

2.04
These regulations establish criteria for the operation of a network of Early Childhood (K-4) Curriculum Specialists in coordination with the Arkansas Department of Education's implementation of the Early Childhood Initiative.

3.00
Definitions
3.01
ADE: Arkansas Department of Education
3.02
Arkansas Early Childhood (K-4) Curriculum Specialist:  

This refers to a specialist employed under these proposed rules and regulations to promote the coordination of programs and services that serve children from birth through age nine.
3.03
Shall:  The use of the word "shall" indicates that a provision is mandatory.

3.04
Should: The use of the word "should" indicates that a provision is recommended but not mandatory.

3.05
Early Childhood: Birth through age nine (9).  For purposes of this document, priority will be children in grades K-4.

3.06
Arkansas Early Childhood Initiative: Referred to in this document- as the Early Childhood Initiative, the Initiative has four major areas of emphasis:prevention of academic difficulties through early childhood programs, sustaining progress during primary grades through developmentally appropriate practices, prompt intervention when difficulties appear, and parental involvement in collaboration with educators to educate children.

3.07
Reading Recovery: Early literacy training and services according to the Guidelines and Standards for the Reading Recovery Council of North America.
3.08
RRCNA: Reading Recovery Council of North America
3.09
ESC: Education Service Cooperative
3.10
LEA: Local Education Agency
3.11
FY: Fiscal Year
3.12
IHE: Institutions of Higher Education
4.00
Qualifications
4.01
Individuals employed for the position of the Early Childhood (K-4) Curriculum Specialist shall have the following training and experience:

· hold a Master's degree in education or a related field to include a minimum of twelve(12) hours in early childhood and/or elementary education, and
· have a minimum of two(2) years of successful teaching experience in early childhood education, kindergarten and/or the primary grades; and
· have successfully completed the Reading Recovery Teacher Leader training
4.02
Individuals employed shall either hold or be able to secure an Arkansas teaching certificate or appropriate State Board licensure.

4.03
Individuals should have experience in leadership and providing technical assistance to adults.
4.04
Individuals shall participate in required training as delineated by the ADE to include but not be limited to the K-4 Staff Development Program, the K-4 Crusade Graduate Course, assessment training and other identified training to ensure implementation of the Early Childhood Initiative.  Training to ensure the implementation of the Initiative will begin with employment and be ongoing.
5.00
Contract
5.01
The Early Childhood (K-4) Curriculum Specialist shall be employed by an Education Service Cooperative, Local Education Agency or other authorized consortium.

5.02
The Early Childhood (K-4) Curriculum Specialists shall be employed for twelve (12) months.
6.00
Requirements for Funding
6.01
Funds will be distributed to each ESC or LEA annually.

6.02
To receive funds under this program, the Specialist shall meet the requirements outlined in Section 8.00 Duties and Responsibilities.

6.03
The ADE will monitor control of funds provided under this program in accordance with the program provisions as described in the grant application.
6.04
ESCs, LEAs and consortia seeking funding for the Early Childhood
(K-4) Curriculum Specialist positions shall apply through the grant process and shall adhere to grant assurances established by the ADE.
6.05
Funds distributed under these regulations are to be used for the purpose of the regulations and applicants approved shall document that expenditures were in accordance with approved budgets.  Any funding not utilized for this purpose shall be returned to the ADE.
6.06
The control of funds provided for the Early Childhood (K-4) Curriculum Specialist and title to property derived therefrom shall be in a public agency for the uses and purposes provided by the grant and a
public agency shall administer such property and funds and apply them only for the purposes for which they are granted.

7.00
Application Process
7.01
Notification to the fifteen ESCs and/or specific LEAs concerning the Early Childhood Curriculum (K-4) Specialists grant opportunity will be mailed from the Department of Education at the beginning of each fiscal ​year.

7.02
Grant applications will be processed, reviewed, and approved by the ADE by August I of each year.
8.00
Duties and Responsibilities
8.01
The Specialist shall work with all participating educational institutions to support the goals and priorities of the Early Childhood Initiative.

8.02
The Specialist shall offer classes in Early Literacy and training and services for Reading Recovery.
8.03
The Specialist shall share responsibilities with Specialists in other ESC regions to assure an effective and efficient statewide network.
8.04
The Specialist shall work with ESCS, LEAS, IHEs and ADE to coordinate and deliver staff development which promotes and sustains the Early Childhood Initiative.
8.05
The Specialist shall collaborate with existing early childhood programs inside and outside traditional educational institutions.
8.06
The Specialist shall join with the ADE to assist in the development of the LEA's plan for evaluating achievement.
8.07
The Specialist shall maintain, summarize and provide records and research data as required by the ADE and RRCNA.
8.08
The Specialist shall participate in training institutes and scheduled meetings as required by the ADE.
8.09
The Specialist shall follow a continuing education plan to support the strength of the network of Early Childhood (K-4) Curriculum Specialists.

