ARKANSAS YOUNG WRITERS AWARD

Guidelines for Participation in 1998-99

HOW TO ENTER
Each student in grades four, five, and six may submit one original work of poetry, fiction, or non-fiction.  Entries must contain no more than 700 words.

· Each entry must have a cover sheet stating:

Title of work

Name, address, and grade of student

 (Name of student should appear only on cover sheet) 

· Name of teacher

· Name and address of school and school district

JUDGING
Local judges are secured by the school and may include elementary and secondary teachers.  If possible, teachers should not judge their students’ work.

· Each entry shall be read two or more times at each judging level.

· By March 1, 1999 - Local schools complete judging.

· By March 19, 1999 - Local schools submit winning entries to educational cooperatives for regional judging.
Regional judges will be selected by the educational services cooperatives.

· By May 3, 1999   - Educational cooperatives complete regional judging.

· By May 17, 1999 - Educational cooperatives will notify schools having regional winners.
· By May 17, 1999 - Educational cooperatives submit regional entries accompanied by a separate list of winners to J. B. Robertson, Arkansas Department of Education, 
· 4 Capitol Mall, Room 302-B, Little Rock, AR 72201.
State judges will be selected by the Arkansas Department of Education.

· By September 1, 1999 - State winners and their schools will be notified.

RECOGNITION
State winners will be recognized at the Charlie May Simon Book Award, Arkansas Diamond Primary Book Award, and Arkansas Young Writers Award Activities in Little Rock.

ARKANSAS YOUNG WRITERS AWARD
Scoring Information and Writing Rubric

______________________________________________________________________________

        Student Name









 Score

Scoring
At the school level, a score of four in the content and style domains is required, with an overall total of at least 17 points from each judge.

At the regional level, a score of four in three domains (content, style, and one other) is required, with an overall total of at least 18 from each judge.

A score of four in all five domains from each judge is required at the state level.

Writing Rubric
CONTENT: The central idea is fully developed; appropriate elaboration is used; unity is 


apparent; organization is clear.
High





Low
    4

3

2

  1
STYLE:  Vocabulary, information, variety, and voice are appropriate to the topic.

High





Low
    4

3

2

   1

SENTENCE FORMATION: Appropriate, clear, and consistent according to format.

High





Low
    4

3

2

   1

USAGE: Appropriate word meaning and agreement (subject-verb, tense) are used.

High





Low
    4

3

2

   1

MECHANICS: Appropriate to format.

High





Low
    4

3

2

   1

Perfect Score 20   





Students’ Score __________
   

