1999 APPLICATION FORM
Matching Grants for Mathematics and Science Equipment

Authorized by Act 453 of 1991
(Source Code: 25 APSCN 219 Revenue Code: 3229 - APSCN: 32219)

**Please type all application information**
District: _________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________

City: ____________________________State:__________________Zip:  ___________

County: ________________________________________________________________

Contact Person:_____________________ E-Mail:______________________________

Telephone:_________________________ Fax:_________________________________


Circle one:       Funds for Math and Science      Funds for Math     Funds for Science

List the school or schools in which the proposed equipment will be placed:

Total amount of proposed equipment $__________________


ASSURANCES
1.  Funds are available on a 50/50 basis within the district to match the proposed expenditures.          Matching funds from the Department of Education may not exceed $5,000 per project. 

2.  Classroom teachers of mathematics and/or science who participated in the development of this

     project proposal.

3.  If funded, the purchase of proposed materials will be made in a timely manner. Paid

     invoices dated after receipt of the grant award will be submitted to the Department of                   Education on or before April 15, 2000.
School Superintendent: _____________________________________________________

(Printed Name)

Signature of Superintendent: ________________________________________________

Date:  ____________________________________________________________________



This application form must be returned by October 1, 1999
NEEDS WITHIN THE DISTRICT IN THE AREAS OF SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS
Enter these questions into your computer and use as much space as you need to completely answer each question.  Supply any needed charts or graphs.

1.  The statement of need should relate existing conditions in the district and the needs of the district in the areas of:

A.  student achievement in science and mathematics (scores should be included for both

      curriculum areas even if funding is sought for one area),

B.  a listing of all course titles of mathematics and science courses taught K-12,

C.  equipment available within the district,

D.  restructuring, curriculum improvement projects, or other innovative or

      standard‑based projects being implemented, and

E.  other information which would be relevant in explaining the needs of the district.

2.  Explain how the equipment to be purchased will be used to enhance the teaching/learning of mathematics and/or science for all the students in the district or targeted school(s).  

A.  Explain how the equipment relates to your district's curriculum and the State

      Frameworks.  

B.  Discuss how your local math and science curriculum was developed and how often

      your staff meets to review your curriculum.  

C.  Relate how this new equipment will fit into your efforts in item 1D. 

D.  Also, indicate training provided for teachers in the use of the proposed equipment.

3.  Describe the process by which this project was developed and the goals of the district for this project.  Indicate how classroom teachers of mathematics and/or science participated in the development of the project and list their names and subjects taught.

Hints for Successful Proposals

1. Assemble a team of teachers (math and science) and administrators to plan, write, and implement the district's application if funded.

2. The district’s superintendent and contact person must understand the district’s obligations under the grant, if funded, and agree with the application’s plan.

3. Understand that this is a competitive grant and that all school districts have a need for additional math and science equipment.  The district should prove in the application that it has a well-developed plan to improve the teaching of math and science.
4. Answer each of the questions in the grant application fully (a half or a full page on each part of the questions).

5. The plan should describe how this equipment would be used to improve the teaching of math and science.  Indicate what measurement will be used (paper tests, performance tests, etc.) to measure improvement.

6. Some of the best plans involve the funding of both math and science that includes multiple years

7.  (K-4, 5-8, 9-12).  This shows planning over time.  If the district plans to fund just one of the disciplines, explain the reasoning (i.e. we purchased science equipment last year).

8. The application should show that the district understands and uses the state mathematics and science frameworks, and local curriculum, in guiding its curriculum and the development of the proposal.

9. Select equipment carefully.  Call suppliers and get bid prices on everything before writing the proposal.  This allows the district to purchase more for its money and to learn if an item is no longer available.

ITEMIZED LIST OF PROPOSED EQUIPMENT

DISTRICT: ___________________________________   Page ___________of _____________

Instructions: 
1.  List each item separately and provide the quantity, unit cost and total amount for the item.

2.  Identify the source from which the item unit was purchased (e.g. Ward Scientific or Techtronics).

3.  Show a grand total at the end of the last page and on the front page of application.

4.  Duplicate forms as necessary.

ITEM  DESCRIPTION
Source & Page #
Quantity
Unit Price
Total







Page total $__________________
Total amount of proposed equipment $__________________
ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

RULES AND REGULATIONS

MATCHING GRANTS FOR MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE EQUIPMENT
1.00
REGULATORY AUTHORITY

1.01
These regulations shall be known as the Arkansas Department of Education Regulations governing the Matching Grants for Mathematics and Science Equipment.

1.02
These regulations are enacted pursuant to the State Board of Education’s authority under Act 453 of 1991. 

2.00
PURPOSE

2.01
It is the purpose of these regulations to allocate funds to school districts for the purchase of mathematics and science equipment.

3.00
DEFINITIONS/ACRONYMS

3.01
Project: Project refers to an application received from a local school district requesting funding for the purchase of mathematics and/or science equipment.

3.02
Science: Instruction provided by certified science teachers as outlined in the framework for science published or approved by the Department of Education.

3.03
Mathematics: Instruction provided by certified mathematics teachers as outlined in the framework for mathematics published or approved by the Department of Education.

3.04
Equipment: Equipment includes apparatus or hands-on manipulatives needed in instruction or demonstration of science or mathematics concepts in the classroom.

3.05
Local School District: Public agency charged with providing elementary or secondary education programs.  Regional Service Cooperatives are not eligible to apply for funding under this program.

4.00
ALLOCATION OF FUNDS

4.01
Each school district receiving a grant award will be reimbursed 50% of its expenses in purchasing equipment, not to exceed $5,000.00.

5.00 
ELIGIBLE EQUIPMENT

5.01
Any science equipment used in instruction that follows the science framework is eligible for funding.  Science probes attached to computers are eligible; however, the purchase of basic computer hardware and consumables will not be considered a priority.

5.02
Mathematics equipment may include manipulatives and calculators for use at all grade levels.

5.03
Printed material and other consumable items (e.g., chemicals, specimen for dissecting) are not considered equipment.

6.00
PROJECT SELECTION PROCEDURE

6.01
A seven-member panel, selected by the Director of the Department of Education, will review all project applications.  This panel shall include:

1. Department of Education Science Specialist

2. Department of Education Mathematics Specialist

3. A representative for the Department of Higher Education

4. Four other individuals not employed by the public schools

6.02
Project applications will be evaluated by a panel using the following criteria:

6.02.1
Submission of a completed application by the established deadline.

6.02.2
Geographic locations and school district sizes.  The panel will select applications from varied geographic locations and from districts of varying size.

6.02.3
Identified needs.  The panel will consider needs related to three areas:

a.   student achievement

b.   equipment

c. curriculum expansions







