ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING

Student Assessment Componenttc \l1 "Student Assessment Component
Arkansas Comprehensive Testing, Assessment, and Accountability Program
September 13, 1999

1.00 
Student Assessment Component
1.01
These regulations shall be known as the Department of Education Regulations Governing the Student Assessment Component of the Arkansas Comprehensive Testing, Assessment, and Accountability Program (ACTAAP).
1.02
The State Board of Education enacted these regulations pursuant to its authority under Arkansas Code Annotated ' 6‑15‑401 et seq. (Supp.1997), as amended by Act 999 of 1999.

2.00
Purpose of Regulations 
2.01
The purpose of these regulations is to improve student learning and classroom instruction and to support high academic achievement levels for all students, including definable subpopulations, by establishing the provisions, procedures, security, and requirements for the Student Assessment Program. 

2.02
These regulations outline testing and assessment security and confidentiality requirements.

2.03
These regulations establish procedures for accounting for all students.

2.04
These regulations outline requirements for the criterion‑referenced testing program.

2.05
These regulations outline requirements for the norm‑referenced testing program.

2.06
These regulations outline requirements for the End-of-Course testing program.

3.00
Definitions
For the purpose of these rules and regulations:
3.01
A "secure examination or assessment" is defined as any test instrument or other student achievement evaluation method required by state statute, rule, or regulation that is administered to assess student performance or achievement and takes place on the dates specified on the testing/assessment calendar developed by the Director of the Department of Education.

3.02
A Acriterion‑referenced test (CRT)" is any instrument or assessment required by state statute, rule or regulation which is designed by the State to measure student performance/achievement of the Arkansas Curriculum Frameworks in the tested content area.

3.03
A Anorm-referenced test (NRT)@ is any testing instrument required by state law, rule or regulation to measure the performance/achievement of Arkansas students relative to the performance of the achievement of students who comprise the norming or standardization group for a particular commercial instrument.

3.04
An AEnd-of-Course examination@ means an examination taken at the completion of a course of study to determine whether a student demonstrates attainment of the knowledge and skills necessary for mastery of that subject.  
4.00
Security and Confidentiality
4.01
Violation of the security or confidential integrity of any examination or assessment is prohibited.  

4.02
The State Board of Education shall sanction a person who engages in conduct prohibited by this section, as provided under Arkansas Code ' 6‑17‑405 and following the Process for Certificate Invalidation (Probation/Suspension/Revocation) as approved by the State Board of Education. Additionally, the State Board of Education may sanction a school district and/or school in which conduct prohibited in this section occurs.

4.03
Procedures for maintaining the security and confidential integrity of all assessment instruments and procedures shall be specified in the appropriate test administration instructions. Conduct that violates the security or confidential integrity of an examination is defined as any departure from either the requirements established by the Director of the Department of Education for the administration of the assessment or from the procedures specified in the applicable test administration materials. Conduct of this nature may include, but is not limited to, the following acts and omissions:

4.03.1
viewing secure examination materials;

4.03.2
duplicating secure examination materials;

4.03.3
disclosing the contents of any portion of secure examination materials;

4.03.4
providing, suggesting, or indicating to an examinee a response or answer to any secure examination items;

4.03.5
aiding or assisting an examinee with a response or answer to any secure examination item;

4.03.6
changing or altering any response or answer of an examinee to a secure examination item;

4.03.7
failing to follow the specified testing procedures or to proctor students;

4.03.8
failing to administer the examination on the designated testing dates;

4.03.9
encouraging or assisting an individual to engage in the conduct described in this subsection; 

4.03.10 failing to report to appropriate authority that an individual has engaged in conduct set forth in this subsection; 

4.03.11 failing to follow the specified procedures and required criteria for alternate assessments; or

4.03.12 failing to return the secured test booklets back to the testing company. 

4.04
The superintendent of each school district shall develop procedures to ensure the security and confidential integrity of all assessment instruments and test items. The superintendent shall be responsible for notifying the Department of Education in writing of conduct that violates the security or confidential integrity of an examination or assessment.

5.00
Accounting for Students With Disabilities and Limited English Proficient Students 

5.01
Each student in the specified grades shall participate, as outlined in the test coordinator=s handbook, in the criterion‑referenced testing program (primary, intermediate, and middle level grades as well as end-of-course), and the norm‑referenced testing program (middle level and high school grades).  A student shall participate in the Arkansas Alternate Assessment Program only upon the formal determination of:

5.01.1
The student's individualized education program (IEP) committee, as documented in the student's individual educational program; or

5.01.2
The student's language proficiency assessment committee, as documented in the student's permanent record file.

5.02
The Individualized Education Program (IEP) committee shall determine whether or not participation in the standard state assessment program is appropriate for students with IEPs. Students with disabilities for whom it is deemed inappropriate to take the standard state assessments (CRT and End-of-Course) with the established accommodations shall participate in the Arkansas Alternate Assessment Program, following the guidelines established by the State of Arkansas. 

5.03
A Language Proficiency Assessment committee shall recommend the Arkansas Limited English Proficiency (LEP) Alternate Assessment Program based on limited English proficiency only, following the guidelines established by State of Arkansas. The committee shall assess English proficiency growth annually to determine appropriate participation in the standard state assessment programs or the Arkansas Alternate Assessment Program.  The intent of this section is to insure that students participate in all of the standard state assessment programs as soon as appropriately possible. Limited English Proficient (LEP) students may participate in the alternate assessment program for a period which shall not exceed three (3) years before entering the standard state assessment.

5.03.1
The Director of the Department of Education shall establish an appeals process which will allow a one year extension in the LEP Alternate Assessment for elementary students who meet the established criteria. This appeals process is intended for exceptional situations only and shall not result in more than a single year extension under any circumstances.

5.04
Scores for students with disabilities or English language learners participating in the Arkansas Alternate Assessment Program shall be reported by the state/district/school in separate reports at all levels.

5.05
The appropriate test administration materials shall specify any allowable accommodations available to students participating in the administration of standard state assessment instruments.

5.06
All students enrolled in a State‑tested grade shall be accounted for in the State assessment system, either by participation in the standard state assessments or the authorized alternate assessment. Participation levels in the authorized alternate assessment should not exceed a maximum proportion of the total population that shall be established by the State Board of Education based on data from field trials and/or pilot testing. This maximum proportion requirement shall be established no later than the year 2000. Excessive participation in the Alternate Assessment shall result in district and school sanctions.

5.07
The Superintendent shall insure that all students at State‑tested grade levels are accounted for in the standard or alternate assessment, as established by the criteria in these Rules and Regulations. Failure to account for all students in the manner prescribed shall lead to an inquiry which may result in a recommendation to the State Board for loss of accreditation or other sanctions.

5.08
A task force shall be established by the Director of the Department of Education and shall serve at his or her discretion to advise the State Board of Education on the development and implementation of the Arkansas Alternate Assessment Program. The fifteen (15) person task force shall include, but not be limited to, educators, licensed evaluation personnel, and parents. ADE staff will serve in an advisory capacity to this task force.

6.00
Criterion-Referenced Examinations

6.01
All criterion referenced examinations shall be based on the Arkansas Curriculum Frameworks and designed to measure student accomplishment of the content standards therein.

6.02
All eligible students at the primary, intermediate, and middle level grades as well as end-of-course, shall take the criterion referenced examination on the testing dates established by the Department of Education. This authority shall include field testing and pilot testing requirements needed to establish fully developed assessment instruments and methodologies.

6.03
Each school district shall administer criterion-referenced assessment instruments to its students according to procedures established by the Director of Education and specified in the applicable test administration materials. 

6.04
The Director of Education shall establish mandatory training sessions for local district testing coordinators and other appropriate school personnel to insure understanding of the criterion referenced testing and assessment program, proper administration of assessments, and effective use of assessment reporting data to improve classroom instruction and learning and to provide program evaluation.

6.05
The superintendent or chief administrative officer or his or her designee in each school district shall be responsible for coordinating all local assessment activities, including:

6.05.1
scheduling testing times of all affected campuses according to the testing calendar developed by the Department of Education;

6.05.2
ensuring that security is maintained as specified in the appropriate testing/assessment administration materials;

6.05.3
ensuring that all district personnel involved in the testing/assessment have been properly trained as specified by the Department of Education; and

6.05.4
ensuring that all testing/assessment instruments are administered to all eligible students according to the procedures established by the Director of Education.

6.06
Academic improvement plans, which detail supplemental and/or intervention and remediation instruction in deficient academic areas, shall be developed for those students not performing at the proficient level in every portion of the criterion-referenced examination.

6.07
The Department of Education shall report to the members of the House and Senate Interim Committees on Education and the State Board of Education on the progress of the Arkansas Comprehensive Testing, Assessment and Accountability Program. The report shall be due on September 1, 1999 and annually thereafter.

6.08
All public school districts shall comply with the requirements of the criterion referenced testing program. Failure to do so shall lead to an investigation which may result in a recommendation to the State Board of Education for loss of accreditation or other sanctions.
7.00
Norm-Referenced Testing Program

7.01
A nationally norm-referenced test provided by the contracted bidder shall be administered during dates selected by the Department of Education. 

7.02
All eligible students in required grades shall take the norm-referenced examination on the testing dates established by the Department of Education, unless a waiver is approved for a school district by the Department of Education.

7.03
Each school district shall administer norm-referenced assessment instruments to its students according to procedures established by the Director of Education and specified in the applicable test administration materials. 

7.04
The Director of Education shall establish mandatory training sessions for local district testing coordinators and other appropriate school personnel to insure understanding of the norm referenced testing and assessment program, proper administration of assessments, security, and effective use of assessment reporting data to improve classroom instruction and learning and to provide program evaluation.

7.05
The superintendent or chief administrative officer in each school district shall be responsible for coordinating all local assessment activities, including:

7.05.1
scheduling testing times of all affected campuses according to the testing calendar developed by the Department of Education; 

7.05.2
ensuring that security is maintained as specified in the appropriate testing/assessment administration materials;

7.05.3
ensuring that all district personnel involved in the testing/assessment have

 
been properly trained as specified by the Department of Education; and

7.05.4
ensuring that all testing/assessment instruments are administered to all eligible students according to the procedures established by the Director of Education.

7.06
All public school districts shall comply with the requirements of the norm referenced testing program. Failure to do so shall lead to an inquiry which may result in a recommendation to the State Board for loss of accreditation or other sanctions. 

8.00
End-of-Course Examinations

8.01
All End-of-Course examinations shall be based on the Arkansas Curriculum Frameworks and designed to measure student accomplishment of the content standards therein.

.

8.02
All eligible students who have completed the appropriate course of study, regardless of grade shall take the End-of-Course examination on the testing dates established by the Department of Education. This authority shall include field testing and pilot testing requirements needed to establish fully developed assessment instruments and methodologies. 

8.03
Each school district shall administer End-of-Course assessment instruments to its students according to procedures established by the Director of Education and specified in the applicable test administration materials.

8.04
The Director of Education shall establish mandatory training sessions for local district testing coordinators and other appropriate school personnel to insure understanding of the end-of-course testing and assessment program, proper administration of assessments, and effective use of assessment reporting data to improve classroom instruction and learning and to provide program evaluation.

8.05
The superintendent or chief administrative officer or his or her designee in each school district shall be responsible for coordinating all local assessment activities, including:

8.05.1
scheduling testing times of all affected campuses according to the testing calendar developed by the Department of Education;

8.05.2
ensuring that security is maintained as specified in the appropriate testing/assessment administration materials;

8.05.3
ensuring that all district personnel involved in the testing/assessment have been properly trained as specified by the Department of Education; and

8.05.4
ensuring that all testing/assessment instruments are administered to all eligible students according to the procedures established by the Director of Education.

8.06
All public school districts shall comply with the requirements of the End-of-Course testing program. Failure to do so shall lead to an inquiry which may result in a recommendation to the State Board for loss of accreditation or other sanctions.

9.00
Requirements for the End-of-Course Examinations

9.01
The superintendent of each school district shall be responsible for:

(1) informing all students expected to take the End-of-Course Examinations and their parents or guardians of the content standards and the student learning expectations to be measured on the End-of-Course Examinations; 

(2) notifying current students eligible to take the End-of -Course Examinations and their parents or guardians of the dates, times, and locations of the test sites and emphasizing the necessity of testing on the scheduled dates.

9.02
The standards for performance on the End-of-Course Examinations shall be established by the State Board of Education.

9.03
Students' performance on the End-of-Course Examinations must be posted on the student transcript each year of regulation administration of the End-of-Course testing. Any student participating in the Arkansas Alternate Assessment in lieu of the End-of-Course Examinations shall have his/her performance on that assessment posted on the student transcript

9.04
Academic improvement plans, which detail supplemental and/or remedial 

instruction in deficient academic areas, shall be developed for those students not 
performing at the proficient level in every portion of the End-of-Course examinations.
10.00
School Improvement Planning

10.01
Each school shall develop one (1) comprehensive, long range school improvement plan focused on student achievement. This requirement is not separate from the one (1) comprehensive, long‑range school improvement plan for the school and school district which also is required by the Standards for Accreditation. Further, this requirement is intended solely to guarantee annually that the single school/district improvement plan focuses on improved student performance, based on established achievement levels for the state assessment program.

10.02
All school improvement planning required by these Rules and Regulations shall be part of one (1) comprehensive, long‑range school improvement plan for the school and the school district which focuses on learning and on student achievement. The purpose of the required school improvement plan is to insure that all students, including identifiable subpopulations, meet the expected performance levels established by the State Board of Education on all standard state assessments or the authorized Arkansas Alternate Assessment. Schools and/or school districts failing to meet the student performance level established in these Rules and Regulations shall engage in any or all required staff development/training mandated by the school/school district improvement plan and/or by the Department of Education.

10.03
Failure to engage in and implement fully the required school improvement process shall lead to an inquiry which may result in a recommendation to the State Board for loss of accreditation or other sanctions.

11.00
Reporting of Results

11.01
The Department of Education and the local school districts shall annually compile and disseminate to the public results of administering all required examinations.  The results of the End-of-Course testing shall become a part of each student=s transcript or permanent record.  Student performance data aggregated by school and district, with appropriate interpretations, shall be reported to the school district board of education and to the community according to the schedule required in the Standards for Accreditation subject to the requirements in 11.03 in these regulations.

11.02
State, school district, and school reporting of achievement results shall include students engaged in the authorized Arkansas Alternate Assessment. 

11.03
No reporting of student achievement results at any level shall reveal individually identifiable data.

11.04
Each school district shall notify each of its students and his or her parent or guardian of assessment results.

12.00
Participation in Testing/Assessment Program

The State Board of Education shall require participation in whatever new or modified assessments and/or testing instruments as needed to provide data necessary to fulfill the purposes of Act 999 of 1999. Such requirements may include field testing of items, pilot testing, and/or participation in regional or national assessment efforts.
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