Arkansas Department of Education

Proposed Regulations Governing Parents As Teachers Program

1.00     Regulatory Authority 

1.01 These regulations shall be known as Arkansas Department of Education Regulations Governing the Parents As Teachers Program.

1.02 The State Board of Education enacted these regulations pursuant to its authority under Arkansas Code Annotated §6-11-105(a)(9)(1993).

2.00    Purpose

The purpose of these regulations is to set forth the general guidelines for the funding and operation of the Parents As Teachers Program, which trains eligible primary caregivers/parents to support the educational growth of their children and the preparation of children for success in preschool and future public school programs. 

3.00    Definitions 

3.01 
ADE: Arkansas Department of Education 

3.02

PAT Program: Parents As Teachers Program in Arkansas 

3.03
PAT National Center: Parents As Teachers National Center in St. Louis, Missouri 

3.04    Shall: The use of the word “shall” indicates that a provision is mandatory. 

3.05    Should: The use of the word “should” indicates that a provision is recommended, but      

is not mandatory.          

3.06
Primary Caregiver: The individual who may be the parent or the guardian 

             responsible for the health, safety, care and welfare of the child. 

 3.07    Underserved: An area with limited programs and resources for children birth            


through two (2) years, to be determined by the ADE. 

4.00    Participant Eligibility 

4.01 This program shall serve with state resources children, ages birth through two (2) years, whose parents want to participate and who have at least one of the following characteristics: low income family, primary caregiver with low educational level, low birth weight, a teen mother at birth, documented incidence of child abuse and neglect, eligible for services under Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, Part C; and not currently enrolled in other similar child-parent training services. 

4.02 Participant eligibility related to income level schedule will be determined by the ADE utilizing state and national guidelines.

5.00
Program Characteristics      

5.01 The Arkansas Department of Education shall have the responsibility of overseeing,  

          monitoring and evaluating the PAT Program. 

 5.02   The PAT Program shall operate year-round. 

6.00    Staffing 

6.01   Each PAT parent educator and trainer shall meet the required certification as identified by the PAT National Center in St. Louis, Missouri in order to be an approved and recognized program. 

6.02    Each site shall employ a minimum of two (2) PAT certified parent educators on a             twelve (12) month part/full time contract. 

6.03    For purposes of these regulations, the PAT parent educator shall have a minimum of twelve (12) parent contacts per year with each family served. At least eight (8) parent contacts shall be home visits. A minimum of six (6) parent group meetings shall be required. Four (4) of the parent group meetings may account for required parent contacts. 

7.00    Evaluation 

           Each PAT Program funded shall maintain program data, yearly evaluations and 


          family progress reports to be submitted to the ADE.

8.00   Funding 

8.01   Only public school districts or education service cooperatives shall use all funds allocated by these regulations. 

8.02   Programs funded by the ADE shall not be used to supplant local effort and shall demonstrate coordination with other programs serving the same population of children to avoid duplication of services to the same children and their families. 

8.03   Priority for funding shall target underserved areas and those school districts identified in academic distress. 

8.04 
The PAT Programs shall provide an annual financial report and evaluation data when funded by the ADE. 

8.05 
Local public schools/education service cooperatives seeking funding for the PAT Program shall apply through the grant process and shall adhere to grant assurances established by the ADE.

8.06    Funding is contingent upon the availability of funds as budgeted annually and     

appropriated by the State Board of Education.

