                                         ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

                                                      RULES AND REGULATIONS

                         GOVERNING THE PARENT INVOLVEMENT GRANT PROGRAM 

                                                             November 8, 1999

                        1.00
             Regulatory Authority

                     

 1.01     These regulations shall be known as Arkansas

                           

 Department of Education Rules and Regulations

                          

 governing the Parent Involvement Grant Program.

                     

 1.02       The State Board of Education enacted these regulations

                       


   pursuant to its authority under Arkansas Code

   Annotated §6-11-105(a)(9)(Repl. 1993).

                         2.00                   Purpose

                  

      
    The purpose of these regulations is to set forth the

                                                    general guidelines for the funding and operation of the

                        

    Parent Involvement Program which provides a

                         
  
    partnership between home and school, targeting those

                         

    families who may have children at-risk for academic

             


    failure.

                  3.00                        Definitions

                    

3.01      Action Plan: A detailed plan that identifies the

                              
             program’s goals, objectives, time lines and activities

                             
             necessary to implement a parent involvement program

                           
             by a school district and/or education service

                                                 cooperative.

                                    3.02      ADE: Arkansas Department of Education 

                                    3.03       At-risk: Students who are at-risk of failing or are not

                       


  performing at their academic/grade and/or

                          

  developmental age level.

                                    3.04       Factors for being at-risk can include socio-economic

                        

  factors, disciplinary concerns, low academic

                           

  performance, high absenteeism and limited English

                          

  proficiency.

                                     3.05    Evaluation: A method used to obtain information that

                           

will indicate the progress and impact of the overall

                           

program.

                                    3.06     Shall: The use of the word "shall" indicates that a

                          
            provision is mandatory.

                                    3.07     Should: The use of the word "should" indicates that a

                          
            provision is recommended, but is not mandatory. 

                  4.00                      Applicant Eligibility

                   

 4.01    Public school districts and/or education service

                        

cooperatives shall be eligible for funding through these

                           

regulations. 

                     

 4.02
Applicants have the opportunity to be funded for up to

                          

 three years. 

                                     4.03    Only one grant will be available per district regardless

                          

of the number of elementary schools within the district.

                                    4.04    Education service cooperatives may also be eligible for

                           
           funding to assist district(s) within their region(s).

                  5.00                      Funding

                                    5.01   Funding will be available to local school districts and/or

                           
          education service cooperatives through a competitive

                          
          grant application process for the development of Parent

                           
          Involvement services.

                                   5.02    The recipient of these funds shall ensure that the

                          
          activities planned under this grant must be correlated

                                              with the development of Smart Start Initiative goals and

                                              should continue during any summer activities. 

                                   5.03     The recipient of these funds shall, to the extent possible,

                          
           coordinate each of its activities with other parent

                           
           projects that are located within the same area.

                                   5.04     Funds may be used for activities identified in the grant

                           
           application which fulfill the purpose of the program.

                           
           Funds may be used for, but are not limited to, salaries

                           
           and fringe benefits, purchased services, and materials

                           
           and supplies. 

                                   5.05         Multi-year support will be dependent upon

                          
            documentation of meeting established goals and

                            

objectives and the ability to provide evidence of the

                       

            success and/or impact of the program, as well as the

                                                ability to maintain the program after funding ends.

                                   5.06      For school districts seeking second or third year

                        
funding, the amounts will be reduced by 25 percent for

                           

the second year and 50 percent for the third year. 

                                   5.07        Funding is contingent upon the availability of funds as

                           
 budgeted annually and appropriated by the State Board

 
  of Education.

                      
           5.08      Funding of the Parent Involvement Grant Program shall

                        
           be based on the current initiatives, priorities and

                          
           identified target population as established by the ADE

                                               and the State Board of Education.

                      6.00                  Required Application Components

                                  6.01       Program Narrative shall clearly define the goals of the

                           
            program. This should include, but is not limited to

                        

program description, justification of the need, target

                          

population, objectives and activities of the program.

                         
           When a parent involvement program has been initiated

                         
            through other funding sources, a description of how this

                          
            proposed project will enhance the existing program

                                                must be included.

                                  6.02       Program Maintenance shall indicate the district’s

                          
            effort/plan to support program and the commitment to

                           

continue the program without the availability of grant

                        

funds. The plans for coordination with other existing

                         

programs should be included.

                                  6.03       Action Plan shall provide a detailed listing of all the

                        

program objectives with the activities, projected time

                          

lines and project personnel. The action plan should also

                        

include a projected number of participants or number to

                          

be impacted for each objective and/or activity.

                                 6.04        Program Evaluation shall provide detailed information

                          

on the indicators that will be used to determine the

                         
            success and/or the impact of the program on the

                                                increase of parent involvement within the district. These

                        
indicators should include, but are not limited to,

                       
                        improved student achievement indicators, increased

                     


parent participation, statistical data, pre and post tests

                         
           and surveys.

                                   6.05        Budget and Budget Summary shall provide a detailed

                           
           summary of the proposed budget and justification of

                         
           proposed expenditures.

                                   6.06         Each grant application shall include a set of assurances

                                               that must be signed by the district superintendent or the

                                               cooperative director.

 
           7.00                 Selection Process

                                   7.01        The ADE will convene a panel to review and rate the

                           
           grant applications based on a point system for each

                      

           required section of the application. The

                        
           recommendations of the panel will be presented to the

                           
           ADE Director for final approval for funding. 

                                   7.02       The ADE shall not assume any responsibility for

                                              screening the applicationand notifying applicants of

                                              incomplete or missing information. Incomplete

                                              applications will not be reviewed. 

                        8.00               Reporting Requirements

                                   8.01    Recipients will be required to submit in writing any

                          
          request for changes in the approved goals, objectives,

                        
          action plan and/or budget.

                                   8.02    Recipients shall submit an end-of-year annual financial

                                               report, evaluation/ impact of the program, samples of

                           
           developed parent involvement materials and copies of

                       

           any media coverage. 

                         9.00              Compliance

                        

Successful applicants will be held to a high standard of

                        

compliance of all requirements of the Parent

                          

Involvement program. Appropriate ADE personnel will

                          

make at least one site visit per year to ensure program

                         

implementation and reporting requirements are being met. 

