SOME TYPICAL QUESTIONS ASKED

What is the purpose of the census?

· Based on the number of students on the census, the Arkansas Project for Children with Deafblindness receives funding to provide technical assistance and support to families, schools and agencies that provide services for children with deafblindness.

My student/child is identified as having multiple disabilities, not deafblindness.  May s/he still be included on the Deafblind Census?

· Yes.  Regardless of the student’s identified disability, the student may be included on the census if s/he meets the criteria listed under “Who Should Be Included in the Census?” listed elsewhere in this form.
Do we report only once a year?

· No.  We would like updates on the students whenever they occur.
What about confidentiality?

· This reporting process completely complies with 34 Code of Federal Regulations 99.31 which permits the disclosure of information about students to state education agencies without parental consent
How do we request the services provided by the Arkansas Project for Children with Deafblindness?

· By contacting Project staff at the address and/or phone number listed elsewhere in this brochure.
WHEN DO I PROVIDE INFORMATION TO THE PROJECT?

For your convenience, we have developed a system that will allow you to notify our office if any changes occur in your population of students who are deafblind.  Enclosed is a copy of the “National Census Information” form.

Please complete this form and return it to our office:

· To refer a child in your school or agency who may be eligible for inclusion on the deafblind census; or

· To delete a child identified as deafblind from your school system’s census for any reason, i.e., graduates, moves or reaches the age of 22.

On an annual basis, you will be requested to:

1. Review your population of students in order to identify and refer to the Project any who might be considered to be deafblind, and 

2. Update and verify the accuracy of the information for students you serve who are currently on the Arkansas Deafblind Registry.  

This will be done through the annual deafblind census conducted by the Arkansas Department of Education (ADE), Special Education through the Arkansas Project for Children with Deafblindness.  A “National Census Information” form will be provided in a Director’s Memo explaining the annual federal census and posted on the ADE’s web page at www.state.arkedu.ar.us. 

A separate mail-out will be disseminated to those agencies and districts currently serving children identified as deafblind by the Project.  They will be requested to update information on the form and return it to the Project office. 
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WHAT IS THE ANNUAL ARKANSAS DEAFBLIND CENSUS?  

Federal law, under Section 307.11 of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, mandates that each state identify and report children with deafblindness.  Arkansas receives funds, based on the number of children identified as deafblind, to provide technical assistance to teachers, schools and agencies that provide care for, or serve, students from birth to the age of 21 with deafblindness and their families.

The Arkansas Project for Children with Deafblindness has identified many children with deafblindness who reside in Arkansas; however, in an effort to ensure that all children with deafblindness in Arkansas receive appropriate services, the Project has increased its efforts to identify these children throughout the state.

IMPORTANT:  A student does not have to be identified as deafblind on the annual December 1 child count to be eligible for inclusion in the Deafblind Census.
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For additional information on the Arkansas Deafblind Census, contact:

Darleen Riley Tripcony, Family Consultant

or

Barbara Haynes, Education Consultant

at

Arkansas Project for Children 

With Deafblindness

#4 Capitol Mall, Room 105C

Little Rock, AR  72201

Phone:  501-682-4222

Fax:  501-682-4313

E-mail:  dtripcony@arkedu.k12.ar.us
E-mail:  bhaynes@arkedu.k12.ar.us

WHO SHOULD 

BE INCLUDED

IN THE CENSUS?

Individuals who – 
· Have both vision and hearing impairments to some degree; or
· Have both vision and hearing impairments and an additional learning and/or language disability; or
· Have been diagnosed as having a degenerative condition which will affect vision and hearing acuity, such as Ushers syndrome or CHARGE Association; or
· Have multiple disabilities due to generalized central processing dysfunction, and exhibit inconclusive responses to auditory and visual stimuli during evaluations or in the natural environment (functionally deafblind).

Children aged two or younger who – 
· Are experiencing developmental delays in hearing and vision; or
· Have a diagnosed physical or mental condition that has a high probability of resulting in developmental delays in hearing and vision; or
· Are at risk of having substantial developmental delays in hearing and vision if early intervention services are not provided. 
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This Project is funded by the US Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs, Grant #H326C990007, and is administered through the Arkansas Department of Education, Special Education.

WHO CAN USE

THE SERVICES

OF THE PROJECT?

· Educational personnel who work with individuals between the ages of birth and 21 years of age who have both vision and hearing impairments.

· Parents and family members, group home staff and individual care providers of individuals between birth and 21 years of age who have both vision and hearing impairments.

· Personnel from state and community agencies, medical programs and others who provide services to individuals with both vision and hearing impairments.

WHAT ARE SOME 

OF THE PROJECT’S ACTIVITIES?

· To identify, register and track individuals from birth to 21 years of age who have both vision and hearing impairments.

· To respond to individual requests for technical assistance in educational settings.

· To conduct training activities for parents and professionals

· To disseminate information regarding dual sensory impairments and Project activities.

· To maintain a materials resource center, which includes videotapes, books and articles for loan to parents and professionals.
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