Arkansas Department of Education

Request for Proposals

Planning Grants for Arkansas Charter Schools

This request for proposals in support of Charter Schools in Arkansas is made possible by a grant from the U. S. Department of Education – Public Charter School Program CFDA – 84.282A.  The grant will support up to a maximum of 35 planning grants of up to $10,000 each. The purpose of the planning grants is to support public schools and other entities who intend to prepare and submit a Petition for Approval of an Open-Enrollment or District Conversion Charter School.  Grantees must demonstrate the potential for developing a Petition that could lead to State Board of Education approval and ultimately the development of an operational charter school.  Applicants, which are not public schools, must demonstrate their eligibility to receive federal funds (a Federal Identification Number) or have established 501(c)(3) status.  

The planning grant is designed to provide resources to support research, technical assistance, and resources directed to the development of a Petition for Approval of a Charter School in Arkansas.  Grant funds can also be used to support planning for implementation of a charter school that receives approval of the State Board of Education.  Eligible activities might include, but are not limited to the following: visits to existing charter schools that are deemed successful; retaining a consultant(s) to provide technical assistance in structuring the Petition or in designing the school’s organizational/management structure; or expenses incurred in meeting the requirements of the public hearing and contacting parents in the community.

The application requires the following components that should be submitted in the order as listed.

1. Cover Sheet

2. Narrative Description

3. Timeline/Activities

4. Budget

Cover Sheet:
Use format provided.

Narrative Description:  (Maximum 5 single-spaced pages) The description should include the following components.

· Describe the school (conversion) or other entity (open-enrollment) submitting the planning grant proposal. 

· Write a narrative description outlining the proposed planning sequence to be implemented.  The focus of the work can be directed to the development of the Petition, planning for implementation of an approved Petition, or a combination of both.

· Identify consultants and/or resource persons who will be retained by the grantee.  For each, provide a scope of work to be performed, background and expertise of proposed consultant or agency, number of contract days, and rate of compensation to include fee and expense reimbursement.

· Identify the individual who will be responsible for implementation of the planning grant and provide a brief resume.

Timeline/Activities: Use the format provided to identify proposed actions, the timeline for accomplishing the action, and the individual responsible.

Charter School Planning Grant Activities

Activity
Date Completed
Person Responsible





Budget: Use the format provided to submit a proposed budget.  Budgets should not exceed $10,000.

Budget Description
Budget Request




Total Budget




Other Information:

· Completed proposals should be received by the close of business (4:30 p.m.) on Wednesday, May 31, 2000.

· Fax copies will not be accepted.

· Each applicant must submit one copy with original signatures and three (3) additional copies.

· Applications should be submitted to Randall Greenway, Charter School Liaison, Arkansas Department of Education, 4 Capitol Mall Room 404-A, Little Rock, AR 72201.

· Questions about the application should be directed to Randall Greenway, 501-682-2009, e-mail: rgreenway@arkedu.k12.ar.us
Arkansas Department of Education

Cover Sheet

Planning Grant for Arkansas Charter Schools

Applicant Name: _____________________________________________________


(School District or Eligible Entity)

Federal Identification Number: _________________________________________

Contact Person: ______________________________________________________

Mailing Address: _____________________________________________________

City: __________________________________ Zip: _________________________

Phone: _____________________ E-Mail Address: ___________________________




_____________________________________

Type of Proposed Charter School:

_________ Open-Enrollment

_________ District Conversion

Proposed Start Date for the Grant: __________________________________________




_____________________________________

Assurances and Signature:

1. Grantee assures standard fiscal accounting practices for grant funds.

2. Grantee assures fiscal and program reports as may be required by Department of Education Staff.

3. Grantee assures the intent to complete a Petition for Charter School to be submitted for review by the State Board of Education.

Printed Name of Authorized Representative: _________________________________

Signature: _________________________________ Date: ______________________

