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School of the 2 T Century





School of the 21st Century

Program Overview

The School of the 21st Century (21C) offers school-based preschool, after-school care and family support services designed to promote the optimal growth and development of children ages 0-12.  The 21C model transforms the traditional school into a year-round, multi-service center providing high-quality, accessible services from early morning to early evening.

The core components of the 21C model include:

· preschool-age childcare

· before- and after-school and vacation care for school-age children

· information and referral services for families

· guidance and support for new parents

· information and referral services

· networks and training for childcare providers

· health education and services

The flexibility of the 21C model appeals to many diverse communities and allows each school to tailor the model to match its own needs and resources.  In many communities, 21C serves as an umbrella for an expanded array of family support services including adult education, youth development and social services.

While 21C programs vary from school to school, all 21C schools are firmly grounded in the belief that all families in need of support and quality childcare must be able to obtain these services.  To achieve this goal, 21C sites uphold the following principles:

· strong parental support and involvement

· universal access to programs achieved through sliding scale fees

· programmatic focus on the physical, social, emotional and intellectual development of children

· quality programming as measured by staff qualifications, staff-child ratios, group size, staff turnover and other relevant criteria

· professional training and advancement opportunities for childcare providers

· non-compulsory programming utilized at the discretion of the family
Yale University provides training and technical assistance to schools interested in becoming a School of the 21st Century.  For more information, please visit the web site at www.yale.edu/21C or contact Mary Kaye McKinney or Susan Underwood at the Arkansas Department of Education, 501-682-5615.  

Registration Form

ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

School of the 21st Century (21C) Networking Meeting

Monday, November 8, 1999

8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

DoubleTree Hotel, Little Rock, Arkansas 

District Name





County





District Address




City

State
Zip


Participant Name




Position





Participant Name




Position




Superintendent Name











Superintendent Signature






Date



Please answer the following questions:

1) Identify the primary interest for implementing the 21C process within your district.

2) Check the 21C component your district is most interested in implementing.

 
Preschool-age childcare

 
Before-and after-school and vacation care for school-age children

 
Information and referral services for families

 
Guidance and support for new parents

 
Networks and training for community childcare providers

 
Nutrition and health care services

4)
Check all components of the 21C process, which are currently being implemented in your district.


Preschool-age childcare

 
Before-and after-school and vacation care for school-age children

 
Information and referral services for families

 
Guidance and support for new parents

 
Networks and training for community childcare providers

 
Nutrition and health



Return by Friday, October 8, 1999, to:

Arkansas Department of Education

School of the 21st Century Networking Meeting

#4 Capitol Mall, Room 402B

Little Rock, Arkansas  72201

Agenda

ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

School of the 21st Century Networking Meeting

Monday, November 8, 1999

  7:30 a.m. to  8:30 a.m.
Registration and Continental Breakfast

8:30 a.m. to  9:15 a.m.
Introduction: School of the 21st Century Process/Implementation

  9:15 a.m. to  9:30 a.m.
Morning Break

  9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
Pilot Site Presentations and Implementation Reports

10:30 a.m. to 11:45 a.m.
Round Table Discussions

11:45 a.m.


Adjourn

