GUIDELINES FOR IEP TEAM DECISION-MAKING:

STUDENT PARTICIPATION IN STATEWIDE ASSESSMENT 
Students Receiving Special Education Services

The Individualized Education Program (IEP) Team must determine whether a student with disabilities receiving special education and related services will participate in the assessment under standardized conditions, with or without allowable accommodations, or will participate in alternate assessment. 
Decision-makers start from the premise that all students, including all students with disabilities, are to participate in the assessment system and, to the extent possible, in the regular assessment rather than alternate assessment. If the student is in an ungraded program, assign the student a grade level according to his/her chronological age.

The Arkansas Department of Education has provided the following guidelines for local education agency personnel to determine students for whom the standardized assessment is inappropriate.

The following criteria must guide the decision-making process:


The student must have a current IEP.

The decision concerning a student’s participation in statewide and district-wide assessment is an IEP team decision and not an administrative decision. 


IEP team decisions concerning a student’s participation in statewide or district-wide assessment must be based on current and historical data.


Decisions regarding participation are made annually and are based on the student’s curriculum, present level of educational performance, skill levels, and learning characteristics.


Decisions must be made at the IEP meeting that precedes the administration of any statewide assessment. 

 Consider these factors:

1.
Can the student work independently?

2.
Can the student work effectively with 25-30 other students in the room?

3.
Can the student work effectively for 30-60 minutes?

4.
Can the student listen to and follow oral directions?

5.
Can the student use a pencil and paper-testing format to answer open-ended questions or to write at least a paragraph?

6.
Can the student take multiple-choice tests?

7.
Can the student use a bubble sheet answer format?

8.
Can the student operate a calculator?

9.
Has the student received instruction in areas to be tested?

10.
Has the student been taught to read or to use taped books?

If the answer to any question(s) 1-8 is NO, the student’s IEP team must consider which, if any, accommodations are needed by the student.

If the answer to either question 9 or 10 is NO, the student’s IEP team must consider the need for alternate assessment for the student.

Students are not to be included in the alternate assessment based solely on any of the following reasons:


The student has a current IEP or previously had an IEP;


The student is academically behind due to excessive absences, poor attendance, or lack of instruction;


The student is unable to complete the general academic curriculum because of social, cultural, or economic differences;


The student’s disability category, educational placement, type of instruction and/or amount of time receiving special education services;


The student’s IQ;


Disruptive behavior;


Below average reading level; 


Expectations of poor performance; and/or


Low achievement in general.

The IEP Team must answer the following questions for each student receiving special education and related services:

Section I: Regular Assessment

tc \l2 "Section I: Regular Assessment
1.
Does the student’s IEP contain specific modifications/accommodations for use during classroom instruction and/or testing? 

[  ] YES       [  ] NO

If  YES, go to Section II Modifications/Accommodations 

If NO, stop here: The student will participate in the district and statewide assessments without accommodations. Go to Section IV Decision Summary and check the first box.

Section II Modifications/Accommodations
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1.
List the modifications/accommodations stated in the student’s IEP for use during classroom instruction and/or testing:

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Only the accommodations listed in the student’s IEP may be considered for use

during the statewide testing.

2.
Are there portions of the test during which an accommodation should not be allowed (when the accommodation is not appropriate)? For example, reading aloud to the student the reading comprehension portion of the reading test.

  
   

[  ] YES

[  ] NO

If yes, explain when the accommodation is not appropriate._______________

      _________________________________________________________________

3.
An assessment accommodation would never make it look like:


The student knows something she/he does not; or


The student can do something she/he can not

      In keeping with this rule, is the accommodation(s) still appropriate?  

[  ] YES

[  ] NO

If  NO, disallow the accommodation(s).

3.
Is the accommodation(s) compatible with the allowable accommodations for the NRT/CRT to be given?

[  ] YES
 
[  ] NO

If  YES, go to Section IV Decision Summary and check the second box.

If NO, contact the Arkansas Department of Education, Student Assessment Section, to determine if an exception may be granted.

tc \l2 "Section III: Alternate Assessment
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1.
Does the student meet all of the requirements in A. through C. for inclusion in Alternate Assessment?

[  ] YES  

[  ] NO

Alternate Assessment Criteria
A.
The student’s demonstrated cognitive functioning and adaptive behavior in the home, school, and community environments are significantly below age expectations even with program modifications and adaptations.

AND
B.
The student’s course of study is primarily functional and life-skills oriented.

AND
C.
The student requires extensive direct instruction and/or extensive supports in multiple settings to acquire, maintain, and generalize skills necessary for application in school, work, home, and community environments.

The only reason a student with disabilities may be exempted from the regular assessment, with or without accommodations, is if all criteria in Section III are met.

If # 1 is YES, the student WILL NOT participate in the regular, standardized assessment, with or without accommodations. Go to Section IV Decision Summary and check the third box.

If #1 is NO, return to Section I Regular Assessment.

Section IV: Decision Summary (This section must be completed.)
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The student is included in the assessment program and accountability system in the following manner (mark one):

1.
[  ]  Regular assessment without accommodations.

2.
[  ]  Regular assessment with the following allowable accommodation(s): _________________________________________________________________

3.
[  ] Alternate Assessment. When a student meets the criteria for alternate assessment, that student’s name must be listed on the appropriate Exemption Roster, as provided in the Test Coordinator’s Handbook.

Document the IEP team’s decision in the student’s  IEP in the designated area.  Include this completed form in the student’s due process folder.
